Evil Altars in the Bible


Please review my audio article titled “Altars: Your Greatest Ally or Worst Enemy.” (Click the title—link is embedded.) If the link doesn’t work, visit https://www.chosen1blogs.com/and search for the article using the same title. This audio article will establish a foundational understanding of what altars are and why they are so important in your life. It will also reveal how altars can pose a danger to your life. You'll gain insight into the origin of altars, the difference between godly and evil altars, and the importance of understanding how they function.


Altar for the Golden Calf at Mount Sinai
• Built By: Aaron (at the request of the Israelites)
• Purpose: To worship the golden calf, a false god
• Scripture: Exodus 32:1–6
• Notes: This was a direct rebellion against Yahweh shortly after receiving the Ten Commandments.

Jeroboam’s Altars at Bethel and Dan
• Built By: King Jeroboam of Israel
• Purpose: To worship golden calves to prevent Israelites from going to Jerusalem
• Scripture: 1 Kings 12:26–33
• Notes: These altars introduced institutionalized idolatry in the northern kingdom.

Ahaz’s Pagan Altar in Jerusalem
• Built By: King Ahaz of Judah
• Purpose: Modeled after a pagan altar seen in Damascus, used for idol worship
• Scripture: 2 Kings 16:10–16
• Notes: Ahaz replaced the Lord’s bronze altar with this idol-based altar.

Manasseh’s Altars to Baal and Heavenly Hosts
• Built By: King Manasseh of Judah
• Purpose: To worship Baal, Asherah, and the host of heaven
• Scripture: 2 Kings 21:2–5, 2 Chronicles 33:3–5
• Notes: He even built altars inside the Lord’s Temple.

Ahab and Jezebel’s Altars to Baal
• Built By: King Ahab under Jezebel’s influence
• Purpose: To promote Baal worship in Israel
• Scripture: 1 Kings 16:31–33
• Notes: Elijah later confronted and destroyed these false prophets and their altar (see 1 Kings 18).

Gideon’s Father’s Altar to Baal
• Built By: Joash (Gideon’s father)
• Purpose: Local worship of Baal and Asherah
• Scripture: Judges 6:25–32
• Notes: God commanded Gideon to destroy this altar and build one for the Lord.

Altars on the High Places
• Built By: Various kings and people of Israel and Judah
• Purpose: Idol worship and sacrifices to foreign gods
• Scripture: 2 Kings 17:9–12, 2 Kings 23:13, Ezekiel 6:3–6
• Notes: Often dedicated to Molech, Baal, Asherah, or the host of heaven.

Solomon’s Altars for His Wives’ Gods
• Built By: King Solomon
• Purpose: To worship Chemosh, Molech, and other deities
• Scripture: 1 Kings 11:4–8
• Notes: This marked the beginning of Solomon’s spiritual downfall.

Moabite Altar of Balak
• Built By: Balak, King of Moab
• Purpose: To curse Israel through Balaam
• Scripture: Numbers 23:1–4, 14, 29–30
• Notes: Balaam built several altars for sacrifices, but God turned the curse into blessing.

Altars for Molech Worship in the Valley of Hinnom
• Built By: People of Judah and kings like Ahaz and Manasseh
• Purpose: Child sacrifice to Molech
• Scripture: Jeremiah 7:31, 2 Chronicles 28:3, 2 Kings 23:10
• Notes: This practice greatly angered God and brought judgment.

Altars for the Queen of Heaven
• Built By: Apostate Jews in Jerusalem and Egypt
• Purpose: To burn incense and make offerings to a female deity
• Scripture: Jeremiah 7:18, Jeremiah 44:17–19, 25
• Notes: These altars provoked God’s wrath as His people worshiped false deities.

Altars Mentioned in Ezekiel’s Vision of Idolatry
• Built By: Elders of Israel (in secret)
• Purpose: Worship of unclean idols and abominations
• Scripture: Ezekiel 8:10–12, Ezekiel 8:16
• Notes: The vision includes sun worship and other evil practices near the Lord’s temple.

General References to Evil Altars
Altars in the High Places
• Scripture: Deuteronomy 12:2–3; 1 Kings 14:23; 2 Kings 17:9–12
• Summary: The Israelites frequently built altars on high hills and under green trees for the worship of idols, including Baal and Asherah.
• Notes: These high places were condemned by God and were often left standing even by kings who tried to reform the land.

Many Altars of Sin in Ephraim
• Scripture: Hosea 8:11; Hosea 10:1–8
• Summary: The prophet Hosea rebukes Ephraim (Israel) for multiplying altars to sin, signifying the widespread idol worship across the land.
• Notes: These were not individual altars with names but rather a pattern of systemic idolatry.

Altars to Baals During the Time of the Judges
• Scripture: Judges 2:11–13
• Summary: After Joshua’s death, the Israelites repeatedly fell into idol worship, serving Baals and setting up altars to them.
• Notes: The Lord raised up judges to deliver them, but the cycle of altar-building and idolatry continued for generations.

Sun Worship and Secret Altars in the Temple (Ezekiel’s Vision)
• Scripture: Ezekiel 8:10–16
• Summary: In a vision, Ezekiel saw secret idol worship and sun worship taking place near the temple of God.
• Notes: These acts were deeply offensive to God and reflect the hidden spiritual corruption of Israel’s leaders.

